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PRESENT:

Mr SPEAKER (Mr Abdullah Tarmugi (East Coast)).

Dr Ahmad Mohd Magad (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr Ang Mong Seng (Hong Kah).

Mr Baey Yam Keng (Tanjong Pagar).

Ms Cham Hui Fong (Nominated Member).

Mr Chan Soo Sen (Joo Chiat).

Mr Chiam See Tong (Potong Pasir).

Mr Charles Chong (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr Christopher de Souza (Holland-Bukit Timah).

Dr Fatimah Lateef (Marine Parade).

Ms Grace Fu Hai Yien (Jurong), Minister of State, Ministry of National Development.

Mr Gan Kim Yong (Chua Chu Kang), Minister of State, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower.

Mr Gautam Banerjee (Nominated Member).

Mr Goh Chok Tong (Marine Parade), Senior Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Mdm Halimah Yacob (Jurong).

Mr Hawazi Daipi (Sembawang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Manpower.

Mr Heng Chee How (Jalan Besar), Minister of State, Ministry of Health.

Mdm Ho Geok Choo (West Coast).

Assoc. Prof. Ho Peng Kee (Nee Soon East), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Home Affairs.

Mr Hri Kumar (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr Inderjit Singh (Ang Mo Kio), Deputy Government Whip.

Ms Indranee Rajah (Tanjong Pagar), Deputy Speaker.

Mr S Iswaran (West Coast), Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Prof. S Jayakumar (East Coast), Deputy Prime Minister, Coordinating Minister for National Security and Minister for Law.

Assoc. Prof. Kalyani K. Mehta (Nominated Member).

Mr Khaw Boon Wan (Sembawang), Minister for Health.

Mr Edwin Khew Teck Fook (Nominated Member).

Dr Amy Khor Lean Suan (Hong Kah), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment and Water Resources.

Assoc. Prof. Koo Tsai Kee (Tanjong Pagar), Minister of State, Ministry of Defence.

Dr Lam Pin Min (Ang Mo Kio).

Ms Lee Bee Wah (Ang Mo Kio).

Dr Lee Boon Yang (Jalan Besar), Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts and Government Whip.

Ms Ellen Lee (Sembawang).

Mr Lee Hsien Loong (Ang Mo Kio), Prime Minister and Minister for Finance.

Mr Lee Kuan Yew (Tanjong Pagar), Minister Mentor, Prime Minister's Office.

Mr Lee Yi Shyan (East Coast), Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Mr Lim Biow Chuan (Marine Parade).

Mr Lim Boon Heng (Jurong), Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Mr Lim Hng Kiang (West Coast), Minister for Trade and Industry.

Mrs Lim Hwee Hua (Aljunied), Minister of State, Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport.

Mr Raymond Lim Siang Keat (East Coast), Minister for Transport and Second Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr Lim Swee Say (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister, Prime Minister's Office and Deputy Government Whip.

Ms Sylvia Lim (Non-Constituency Member).

Dr Lim Wee Kiak (Sembawang).

Dr Loo Choon Yong (Nominated Member).

Mr Low Thia Khiang (Hougang).

RAdm (NS) Lui Tuck Yew (Tanjong Pagar), Minister of State, Ministry of Education.

Mr Mah Bow Tan (Tampines), Minister for National Development and Deputy Leader of the House.

Mr Masagos Zulkifli B M M (Tampines), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education.

Dr Mohamad Maliki Bin Osman (Sembawang), Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for National Development.

Dr Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim (Marine Parade).

Dr Lily Neo (Jalan Besar).

Dr Ng Eng Hen (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Manpower and Second Minister for Defence.

Ms Irene Ng Phek Hoong (Tampines).

Ms Eunice Elizabeth Olsen (Nominated Member).

Mr Ong Ah Heng (Nee Soon Central).

Dr Ong Chit Chung (Jurong).

Mr Ong Kian Min (Tampines).

Mr Michael Palmer (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mrs Jessie Phua (Nominated Member).

Ms Denise Phua Lay Peng (Jalan Besar).

Mr Seah Kian Peng (Marine Parade).

Mr Seng Han Thong (Yio Chu Kang).

Mr K Shanmugam (Sembawang).

Mr Siew Kum Hong (Nominated Member).

Mr Sin Boon Ann (Tampines).

Mr Sam Tan Chin Siong (Tanjong Pagar).

Ms Jessica Tan Soon Neo (East Coast).

Mr Teo Chee Hean (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Minister for Defence.

Dr Teo Ho Pin (Bukit Panjang).

Mrs Josephine Teo (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr Teo Ser Luck (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam (Jurong), Minister for Education and Second Minister for Finance.

Prof. Thio Li-ann (Nominated Member).

Dr Vivian Balakrishnan (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports and Second Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts.

Mr Wee Siew Kim (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr Wong Kan Seng (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Home Affairs and Leader of the House.

Assoc. Prof. Dr Yaacob Ibrahim (Jalan Besar), Minister for the Environment and Water Resources and Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs.

Mr Matthias Yao Chih (MacPherson), Deputy Speaker.

Mr Alvin Yeo (Hong Kah).

Mr Yeo Cheow Tong (Hong Kah).

Mr Yeo Guat Kwang (Aljunied).

Mrs Yu-Foo Yee Shoon (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister of State, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed (Aljunied), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr Zaqy Mohamad (Hong Kah).

ABSENT:

Dr Balaji Sadasivan (Ang Mo Kio), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts.

Mr Arthur Fong (West Coast).

Mr Cedric Foo Chee Keng (West Coast).

Mr Liang Eng Hwa (Holland-Bukit Timah).

Miss Penny Low (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Dr Ong Seh Hong (Marine Parade).

Mdm Cynthia Phua (Aljunied).

Mr George Yong-Boon Yeo (Aljunied), Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr Zainudin Nordin (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

_________________

1.     Parl Papers – Papers presented and received by the Clerk of Parliament pursuant to Standing Order No. 31 (Presentation of Papers) and ordered to lie upon the Table:

(1) Committee of Selection ( Presented on 15th November 2006 ( First Report of the Committee of Selection;  (Parl. 2 of 2006).

(2) Road Traffic ( Presented on 15th November 2006 ( Road Traffic (Electronic Road Pricing System) (Amendment No. 4) Rules 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 128 of 2006).

(3) Jurong Town Corporation ( Presented on 28th November 2006 ( Jurong Town Corporation (Common Seal) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 129 of 2006).

(4) Health Promotion Board ( Presented on 28th November 2006 ( Health Promotion Board Annual Report 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 118 of 2006).

(5) Customs ( Presented on 29th November 2006 ( Customs (Duties) (Amendment No. 4) Order 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 130 of 2006).

(6) Appointment of Member of Public Service Commission ( Presented on 29th November 2006 ( Advice of the Council of Presidential Advisers on the Appointment of Member of Public Service Commission (by Statute); (S. 119 of 2006).

(7) Singapore Armed Forces ( Presented on 14th December 2006 ( Singapore Armed Forces (Central Welfare Fund) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 131 of 2006).

(8) Central Provident Fund ( Presented on 15th December 2006 ( Central Provident Fund (Medisave Account Withdrawals) (Amendment No. 5) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 132 of 2006).

(9) Aljunied Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Report and Financial Statements of the Aljunied Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 120 of 2006).

(10) Ang Mo Kio Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Financial Statements of the Ang Mo Kio Town Council 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 121 of 2006).

(11) Bishan-Toa Payoh Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Financial Statements of the Bishan-Toa Payoh Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 122 of 2006).

(12) East Coast Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report of the East Coast Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 123 of 2006).

(13) Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report of the Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council 1st April 2005 to 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 124 of 2006).

(14) Hong Kah Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Report and Financial Statements of the Hong Kah Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 125 of 2006).

(15) Hougang Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Hougang Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 126 of 2006).

(16) Jalan Besar Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Financial Statements of the Jalan Besar Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 127 of 2006).

(17) Jurong Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Jurong Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 128 of 2006).

(18) Pasir Ris-Punggol Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Pasir Ris-Punggol Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 129 of 2006). 

(19) Potong Pasir Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report of the Potong Pasir Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 130 of 2006).

(20) Sembawang Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Sembawang Town Council ended 31st March 2006 (by Statute); (S. 131 of 2006).

(21) Tampines Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Tampines Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 132 of 2006).

(22) Tanjong Pagar Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Tanjong Pagar Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 133 of 2006).

(23) West Coast-Ayer Rajah Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the West Coast-Ayer Rajah Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 134 of 2006).

(24) Marine Parade Town Council ( Presented on 18th December 2006 ( Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Marine Parade Town Council 2005/2006 (by Statute); (S. 135 of 2006).

(25) Appointment of Temporary Chairman to the Housing and Development Board ( Presented on 19th December 2006 ( Advice of the Council of Presidential Advisers on the Appointment of Temporary Chairman to the Housing and Development Board (by Statute); (S. 136 of 2006).

(26) Road Traffic ( Presented on 27th December 2006 ( Road Traffic (Expressway Traffic) (Amendment) Rules 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 133 of 2006).

(27) Central Provident Fund ( Presented on 3rd January 2007 ( Central Provident Fund (Amendment) Rules 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 1 of 2007).

(28) Goods and Services Tax ( Presented on 8th January 2007 ( Goods and Services Tax (General) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 2 of 2007).

(29) Fees ( Presented on 8th January 2007 ( Fees (Personalised Employment Pass) Order 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 3 of 2007).

(30) Appointment of Auditor-General ( Presented on 9th January 2007 ( Advice of the Council of Presidential Advisers on the Appointment of Auditor-General (by Statute); (S. 1 of 2007).

(31) Central Provident Fund ( Presented on 9th January 2007 ( Central Provident Fund (Investment Schemes) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 4 of 2007).

(32) Central Provident Fund ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Central Provident Fund (Self-Employed Persons) (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (by Statute);  (S. L. 5 of 2007).

(33) Biological Agents and Toxins Act ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Biological Agents and Toxins Act (Chapter 24A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); (S. 2 of 2007).

(34) Deposit Insurance Act ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Deposit Insurance Act (Chapter 77A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); (S. 3 of 2007).

(35) Limited Liability Partnerships Act ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Limited Liability Partnerships Act (Chapter 163A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); (S. 4 of 2007).

(36) Nanyang Technological University (Corporatisation) Act ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Nanyang Technological University (Corporatisation) Act (Chapter 192A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); (S. 5 of 2007).

(37) National University of Singapore (Corporatisation) Act ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( National University of Singapore (Corporatisation) Act (Chapter 204A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); (S. 6 of 2007).

(38) Immigration ( Presented on 10th January 2007 ( Immigration (Amendment No. 6) Regulations 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 6 of 2007).

(39) Road Traffic ( Presented on 12th January 2007 ( Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) (Vocational Licences and Conduct of Drivers, Conductors and Passengers) (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2006 (by Statute); (S. L. 7 of 2007).

(40) Nominations for Appointment as Nominated Members of Parliament ( Presented on 12th January 2007 ( Report of the Special Select Committee on Nominations for Appointment As Nominated Members of Parliament; (Parl. 1 of 2007).

2.
Announcement by Speaker – Mr Speaker made the following communication to the House: -

“I have to inform honourable Members that I have on 15th November 2006 communicated to the President the Address agreed to by Resolution of this Parliament on 14th November 2006.

I also have to inform Members that on 14th November 2006, Parliament resolved in accordance with the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of the Republic of Singapore that there shall be nominated Members of Parliament (NMPs) during the term of the present Parliament.

The Special Select Committee was constituted on 15th November 2006 and its Report was presented to Parliament on 12th January 2007 as Parl. 1 of 2007.

The Special Select Committee nominated the following nine persons to the President for appointment as NMPs:


Mr Gautam Banerjee


Ms Cham Hui Fong


Mr Edwin Khew Teck Fook


Dr Loo Choon Yong


Assoc. Prof. Kalyani K. Mehta


Ms Eunice Elizabeth Olsen


Mrs Jessie Phua


Mr Siew Kum Hong; and 


Prof. Thio Li-ann.

On 18th January 2007, President S R Nathan, by Instruments of Appointment dated 18th January 2007, appointed the nine Members as NMPs for a term of two and a half years with effect from 18th January 2007.

The Nominated Members are present today to take their seats. They will now take their oath or affirmation of allegiance.”

3.
Oaths or Affirmations of Allegiance – The following Members took and subscribed the Oath of Allegiance or made and subscribed the Affirmation: -


Mr Gautam Banerjee (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Ms Cham Hui Fong (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Mr Edwin Khew Teck Fook (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Dr Loo Choon Yong (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Assoc. Prof. Kalyani K. Mehta (Nominated Member of Parliament);

Ms Eunice Elizabeth Olsen (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Mrs Jessie Phua (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Mr Siew Kum Hong (Nominated Member of Parliament);


Prof. Thio Li-ann (Nominated Member of Parliament).

4.
Monetary Authority of Singapore (Amendment) Bill ( "to amend the Monetary Authority of Singapore Act (Chapter 186 of the 1999 Revised Edition) and to make a related amendment to the Currency Act (Chapter 69 of the 2002 Revised Edition)" ( presented by the Minister for Trade and Industry; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 1/2007].

5.
Economic Expansion Incentives (Relief from Income Tax) (Amendment) Bill ( "to amend the Economic Expansion Incentives (Relief from Income Tax) Act (Chapter 86 of the 2005 Revised Edition)" ( President's recommendation signified and Bill presented by the Minister for Trade and Industry; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 2/2007].

6.
Health Products Bill ( "to regulate the manufacture, import, supply, presentation and advertisement of health products and active ingredients used in the manufacture of health products and provide for matters connected therewith, and to make certain related amendments to the Medicines Act (Chapter 176 of the 1985 Revised Edition) and consequential amendments to certain other written laws" ( presented by the Minister for Health; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 3/2007].

7.
Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (Amendment) Bill ( "to amend the Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore Act (Chapter 41 of the 1985 Revised Edition)" ( presented by the Minister for Transport; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 4/2007].

8.
Speech in Official Languages ( (Deputy Leader of the House) ( Motion made, and Question put ( Resolved, "That, notwithstanding Standing Order No. 48(7), with effect from this day's sitting until the end of the 11th Parliament, a Member may use any or all of the four official languages in a speech in the proceedings of this House.".

9.
Banking (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Minister for Trade and Industry).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 2, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".
Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 66 inclusive agreed to.

Clause 67:

Alteration made, in page 98, line 8, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 67 agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

10.
Trade Marks (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Law).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 2, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 6 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

11.
Statutes (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:


Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 18 inclusive agreed to.

The Schedule agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

12.
Secondhand Goods Dealers Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 2, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 23 inclusive agreed to.

Clause 24:

Alteration made, in page 12, lines 14, 18 and 24, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 24 agreed to.

Clause 25 agreed to.

The Schedule agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

13.
Arms and Explosives (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:


Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 22 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

14.
Education Endowment (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Minister of State, Ministry of Education).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 6 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

15.
Exempted Business ( (Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts) ( Motion made, and Question put, ( Resolved, "That the proceedings on the business set down on the Order Paper for today be exempted at this day's sitting from the provisions of Standing Order No. 2.".

16.
Income Tax (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Minister of State, Ministry of Finance).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 18 inclusive agreed to.

Clause 19:

Alteration made, in page 36, line 35, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 19 agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 44 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

17.
Property Tax (Surcharge) (Abolition) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Minister of State, Ministry of Finance).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3 agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

18.
Children Development Co-Savings (Amendment) Bill ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill ( (Minister of State, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports).

(In the Committee)

Clause 1:

Alteration made, in page 2, line 3, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clauses 2 to 4 inclusive agreed to.

Clause 5:

Alteration made, in pages 18, 19 and 20, on lines 34, 29 and 24 respectively, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 5 agreed to.

Clause 6 agreed to.

Clause 7:

Alteration made, in pages 23 and 26, on lines 32 and 6 respectively, by leaving out "2006" and inserting "2007".

Clause 7 agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

19.
Adjournment ( (Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts) ( Resolved, "That Parliament do now adjourn.".

Adjourned at 7.00 p.m.

ABDULLAH TARMUGI,

Speaker.
_______________________________________________________________________________

MEMORANDUM
Mr Speaker will take the Chair again at 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 23rd January, 2007.
_______________________________________________________________________________


