PAGE  
141
No. 23
18 JULY 2005


VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE

TENTH PARLIAMENT OF SINGAPORE

______________

Second Session

______________

MONDAY, 18TH JULY, 2005
	No. 23
	1.30 p.m.
	140 

	



PRESENT:

Mr SPEAKER (Mr ABDULLAH TARMUGI (East Coast)).

Mr AHMAD KHALIS BIN ABDUL GHANI (Hong Kah).

Dr AHMAD MOHD MAGAD (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr ANG MONG SENG (Hong Kah).

Dr BALAJI SADASIVAN (Ang Mo Kio), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts and Ministry of Health.

Mr ALEXANDER CHAN MENG WAH (Nominated Member).

Mr CHAN SOO SEN (Joo Chiat), Minister of State, Ministry of Education.

Mr CHAY WAI CHUEN (Tanjong Pagar).

Dr JOHN CHEN SEOW PHUN (Hong Kah).

Mr CHEW HENG CHING (East Coast), Deputy Speaker.

Mr STEVE CHIA KIAH HONG (Non-Constituency Member).

Mr CHIAM SEE TONG (Potong Pasir).

Assoc Prof CHIN TET YUNG (Sembawang).

Mr CHARLES CHONG (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Dr CHONG WENG CHIEW (Tanjong Pagar).

Mr DAVINDER SINGH (Bishan- Toa Payoh).

Mr ARTHUR FONG (West Coast).

Mr CEDRIC FOO CHEE KENG (West Coast).

Mr GAN KIM YONG (Holland-Bukit Panjang).

Mr ANDY GAN LAI CHIANG (Marine Parade).

Dr GEH MIN (Nominated Member).

Mr GOH CHOK TONG (Marine Parade), Senior Minister.

Mdm HALIMAH YACOB (Jurong).

Mr HAWAZI DAIPI (Sembawang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower.

Mr HENG CHEE HOW (Jalan Besar), Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry and Ministry of National Development.

Mdm HO GEOK CHOO (West Coast).

Assoc Prof HO PENG KEE (Nee Soon East), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Home Affairs.

Mr INDERJIT SINGH (Ang Mo Kio), Deputy Government Whip.

Ms INDRANEE RAJAH (Tanjong Pagar).

Mr S ISWARAN (East Coast), Deputy Speaker.

Mr KHAW BOON WAN (Tanjong Pagar), Minister for Health.

Dr AMY KHOR LEAN SUAN (Hong Kah).

Assoc Prof KOO TSAI KEE (Tanjong Pagar), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Defence and Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources.

Dr LEE BOON YANG (Jalan Besar), Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts and Government Whip.

Mr LEE HSIEN LOONG (Ang Mo Kio), Prime Minister and Minister for Finance.

Mr LEE KUAN YEW (Tanjong Pagar), Minister Mentor.

Dr WARREN LEE (Sembawang).

Mr LEONG HORN KEE (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr LAWRENCE LEOW CHIN HIN (Nominated Member).

Mr LIM BOON HENG (Jurong), Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Dr MICHAEL LIM CHUN LENG (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Mr LIM HNG KIANG (West Coast), Minister for Trade and Industry.

Mrs LIM HWEE HUA (Marine Parade), Minister of State, Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport.

Mr LIM SWEE SAY (Holland-Bukit Panjang), Minister, Prime Minister's Office and Second Minister for National Development and Deputy Government Whip.

Mr RAYMOND LIM SIANG KEAT (East Coast), Second Minister for Finance and Second  Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister, Prime Minister’s Office.

Mr LOH MENG SEE (Jalan Besar).

Dr LOO CHOON YONG (Nominated Member).

Ms PENNY LOW (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Assoc Prof LOW SEOW CHAY (Chua Chu Kang).

Mr LOW THIA KHIANG (Hougang).

Mr MAH BOW TAN (Tampines), Minister for National Development and Deputy Leader of the House.

Mr MOHAMAD MAIDIN B P M (Marine Parade), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.

Dr MOHAMAD MALIKI BIN OSMAN (Sembawang), Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports and Ministry of Health.

Dr LILY NEO (Jalan Besar).

Dr NG ENG HEN (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Manpower and Second Minister for Defence.

Ms IRENE NG PHEK HOONG (Tampines).

Ms EUNICE ELIZABETH OLSEN (Nominated Member).

Mr ONG AH HENG (Nee Soon Central).

Dr ONG CHIT CHUNG (Jurong).

Mr ONG KIAN MIN (Tampines).

Dr ONG SEH HONG (Aljunied).

Assoc. Prof. ONG SOH KHIM (Nominated Member).

Mr OTHMAN BIN HARON EUSOFE (Marine Parade).

Mdm CYNTHIA PHUA (Aljunied).

Prof IVAN PNG PAAK LIANG (Nominated Member).

Mr R RAVINDRAN (Marine Parade).

Prof S JAYAKUMAR (East Coast), Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Law.

Mr SENG HAN THONG (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr SIN BOON ANN (Tampines).

Dr TAN BOON WAN (Ang Mo Kio).

Dr TAN CHENG BOCK (Ayer Rajah).

Dr TONY TAN KENG YAM (Sembawang), Deputy Prime Minister and Co-ordinating Minister for Security and Defence.

Mr TAN SOO KHOON (East Coast).

Dr TAN SZE WEE (Nominated Member).

Mr TEO CHEE HEAN (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Minister for Defence.

Dr TEO HO PIN (Holland-Bukit Panjang).

Mr TEO YOCK NGEE (Nominated Member).

Mr THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM (Jurong), Minister for Education.

Dr VIVIAN BALAKRISHNAN (Holland-Bukit Panjang), Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports and Second Minister for Trade and Industry.

Dr WANG KAI YUEN (Bukit Timah).

Mr WEE SIEW KIM (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr WONG KAN SENG (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Home Affairs and Leader of the House.

Assoc Prof Dr YAACOB IBRAHIM (Jalan Besar), Minister for the Environment and Water Resources and Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs.

Encik YATIMAN YUSOF (Tampines), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts.

Mr YEO CHEOW TONG (Hong Kah), Minister for Transport.

Mr YEO GUAT KWANG (Aljunied).

Mr GEORGE YONG-BOON YEO (Aljunied), Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mrs YU-FOO YEE SHOON (Jurong), Minister of State, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr ZAINUDIN NORDIN (Bishan- Toa Payoh).

ABSENT:

Mr LEE YOCK SUAN (East Coast).

Mr DAVID LIM T E (Holland- Bukit Panjang).

Mr K SHANMUGAM (Sembawang).

Mr MATTHIAS YAO CHIH (MacPherson).

Mr ZAINUL ABIDIN RASHEED (Aljunied), Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

_________________

1. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 18th May 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Prescribed Amount for Medisave Account) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 81 of 2005).

2. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 18th May 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Topping Up of Medisave Account) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 82 of 2005).

3. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 19th May 2005, ( Road Traffic (Segway Human Transporter) (Exemption from Part 11 of Act and Rule 28 of Road Traffic Rules) Order 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 83 of 2005).

4. Road Traffic, ( Road Traffic (Electronic Road Pricing System) (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 84 of 2005).

5. International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 138 on Minimum Age, ( Presented on 30th May 2005, ( International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 138 on Minimum Age ; to lie upon the Table (Misc. 3 of 2005).

6. Re-Appointment of Director to the Board of MND Holdings Pte Ltd, ( Presented on 30th May 2005, ( Advice of Council of Presidential Advisers on the Re-Appointment of Director to the Board of MND Holdings Pte Ltd (MNDH)  (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 22 of 2005).

7. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 30th May 2005, ( Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) (Vocational Licences and Conduct of Drivers, Conductors and Passengers) (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 85 of 2005).

8. Registration of Births and Deaths, ( Presented on 31st May 2005, ( Report on Registration of Births and Deaths 2003 (by Command); to lie upon the Table (Cmd. 5 of 2005).

9. Control of Vectors and Pesticides, ( Presented on 31st May 2005, ( Control of Vectors and Pesticides (Registration, Licensing and Certification) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 86 of 2005).

10. Statutes (Miscellaneous Amendments and Repeal) Bill, ( Presented on 1st June 2005, ( Report of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights on the Statutes (Miscellaneous Amendments and Repeal) Bill [Bill No 7/2005] (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (Pres. Co. 14 of 2005).

11. Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Bill, ( Presented on 1st June 2005, ( Report of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights on the Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Bill [Bill No 9/2005] (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (Pres. Co. 15 of 2005).

12. Presidential Elections (Amendment) Bill, ( Presented on 1st June 2005, ( Report of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights on the Presidential Elections (Amendment) Bill [Bill No 8/2005] (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (Pres. Co. 16 of 2005).

13. Registration of Criminals (Amendment) Bill, ( Presented on 1st June 2005, ( Report of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights on the Registration of Criminals (Amendment) Bill [Bill No 10/2005] (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (Pres. Co. 17 of 2005).

14. Companies (Amendment) Bill, ( Presented on 1st June 2005, ( Report of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights on the Companies (Amendment) Bill [Bill No 11/2005] (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (Pres. Co. 18 of 2005).

15. Central Provident Fund Board, ( Presented on 6th June 2005, ( Annual Report of the Central Provident Fund Board 2004 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 23 of 2005).

16. Public Entertainments and Meetings, ( Presented on 8th June 2005, ( Public Entertainments and Meetings (Amendment) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 87 of 2005).

17. Housing and Development Board Financial Statements, ( Presented on 9th June 2005, ( Housing and Development Board Financial Statements for The Year Ended 31 March 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 24 of 2005).

18. Animals and Birds, ( Presented on 9th June 2005, ( Animals and Birds (Prohibition of Live Poultry on Pulau Ubin) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 88 of 2005).

19. Smoking, ( Presented on 10th June 2005, ( Smoking (Control of Advertisements and  Sale ofTobacco) (Licensing of Importers, Wholesalers and Retailers) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 89 of 2005).

20. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 14th June 2005, ( Road Traffic (International Circulation) (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 90 of 2005).

21. Public Entertainments and Meetings, ( Presented on 14th June 2005, ( Public Entertainments and Meetings (Demerit Points) (Amendment) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 91 of 2005).

22. Third Report of the Public Accounts Committee, ( Presented on 15th June 2005, ( Third Report of the Public Accounts Committee ; to lie upon the Table (Parl. 1 of 2005).

23. Revised Edition of The Laws, ( Presented on 16th June 2005, ( Revised Edition of The Laws (Road Traffic Act) (Rectification) Order 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 92 of 2005).

24. Rules of Court, ( Presented on 17th June 2005, ( Rules of Court (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 93 of 2005).

25. Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore, ( Presented on 21st June 2005, ( Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore Annual Report 2004 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 25 of 2005).

26. Public Utilities Board, ( Presented on 23rd June 2005, ( Public Utilities Board Annual Report 2004 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 26 of 2005).

27. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 28th June 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Approved Middle-Income Housing Scheme) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 94 of 2005).

28. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 28th June 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Approved HDB-HUDC Housing Scheme) (Amendment) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 95 of 2005).

29. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 28th June 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Non-Residential Properties Scheme) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 96 of 2005).

30. Central Provident Fund, ( Presented on 28th June 2005, ( Central Provident Fund (Residential Properties Scheme) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 97 of 2005).

31. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 29th June 2005, ( Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) (Vocational Licences and Conduct of Drivers, Conductors and Passengers) (Amendment No. 3) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 98 of 2005).

32. Report of the Auditor-General, ( Presented on 29th June 2005, ( Report of the Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2004/05 (by Command); to lie upon the Table (Cmd. 6 of 2005).

33. Financial Statements, ( Presented on 30th June 2005, ( Financial Statements for The Financial Year 2004/2005 (by Command); to lie upon the Table (Cmd. 7 of 2005).

34. Code of Conduct for Ministers, ( Presented on 4th July 2005, ( Code of Conduct for Ministers (by Command); to lie upon the Table (Cmd. 8 of 2005).

35. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 6th July 2005, ( Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Registration and Licensing) (Amendment No. 3) Rules 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 99 of 2005).

36. JTC Corporation, ( Presented on 11th July 2005, ( JTC Corporation Annual Report 2004/2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 27 of 2005).

37. Employment, ( Presented on 11th July 2005, ( Employment (Recommendations for Annual Wage Adjustment) Notifications 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 100 of 2005).

38. Fees, ( Presented on 11th July 2005, ( Fees (Hire of Government Funeral Parlours) (Revocation) Order 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 101 of 2005).

39. Commissioner of Charities, ( Presented on 12th July 2005, ( Annual Report of The Commissioner of Charities for 2004 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 28 of 2005).

40. Appointment of Mr Liew Heng San as Chief Executive Officer, Central Provident Fund Board (CPFB), ( Presented on 14th July 2005, ( Advice of Council of Presidential Advisers on Appointment of Mr Liew Heng San as Chief Executive Officer, Central Provident Fund Board (CPFB) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 29 of 2005).

41. Restriction of Speed, ( Presented on 15th July 2005, ( Restriction of Speed (Roads) (Amendment No. 2) Notification 2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. L. 102 of 2005).

42. Monetary Authority of Singapore, ( Presented on 18th July 2005, ( The Monetary Authority of Singapore Annual Report 2004/2005 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 30 of 2005).

43. Money-changing and Remittance Businesses (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Money-changing and Remittance Businesses Act (Chapter 187 of the 1996 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister for Education; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 15/2005].

44. Subordinate Courts (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Subordinate Courts Act (Chapter 321 of the 1999 Revised Edition) and to make a consequential amendment to the Government Proceedings Act (Chapter 121 of the 1985 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Law; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 16/2005].

45. Professional Engineers (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Professional Engineers Act (Chapter 253 of the 1992 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister for National Development; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 17/2005].

46. Architects (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Architects Act (Chapter 12 of the 2000 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister for National Development; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 18/2005].

47. Housing and Development (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Housing and Development Act (Chapter 129 of the 2004 Revised Edition) and to make related amendments to the Central Provident Fund Act (Chapter 36 of the 2001 Revised Edition) and the Residential Property Act (Chapter 274 of the 1985 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister for National Development; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 19/2005].

48. Weights and Measures (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Weights and Measures Act (Chapter 349 of the 1985 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister of State,  Ministry of Trade and Industry; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 20/2005].

49. Copyright (Amendment) Bill, ( read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill, ( (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Law).

(In the Committee)

Clauses 1 to 17 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

50. Town Councils (Amendment) Bill, ( (Minister of State, Ministry of National Development), ( Motion made, and Question proposed, “That the Bill be now read a second time.”; Debate arising.

51. Exempted Business, ( (Deputy Leader of the House), ( Motion made, and Question put, ( Resolved, "That the proceedings on the business set down on the Order Paper for today be exempted at this day's sitting from the provision of Standing Order No. 2.".

52. Town Councils (Amendment) Bill, ( Debate resumed on Question, “That the Bill be now read a second time.” ( (Minister of State, Ministry of National Development).

Question put and agreed to; Bill read a second time and committed to a Committee of the whole House.

The House immediately resolved itself into a Committee on the Bill, ( (Minister of State, Ministry of National Development).

(In the Committee)

Clauses 1 to 13 inclusive agreed to.

Bill to be reported.

Bill reported, without amendment; read a third time.

53. Adjournment, ( (Deputy Leader of the House), ( Resolved, "That Parliament do now adjourn.".

Adjourned at 6.39 p.m.
ABDULLAH TARMUGI,

Speaker.
_______________________________________________________________________________

MEMORANDUM
Mr Speaker will take the Chair again at 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 19th July, 2005.
_______________________________________________________________________________

