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PRESENT:

Mr SPEAKER (Mr ABDULLAH TARMUGI (East Coast)).

Mr AHMAD KHALIS BIN ABDUL GHANI (Hong Kah).

Dr AHMAD MOHD MAGAD (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr ANG MONG SENG (Hong Kah).

Dr BALAJI SADASIVAN (Ang Mo Kio), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts and Ministry of Health.

Mr ALEXANDER CHAN MENG WAH (Nominated Member).

Mr CHAN SOO SEN (Joo Chiat), Minister of State, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Mr CHAY WAI CHUEN (Tanjong Pagar).

Dr JOHN CHEN SEOW PHUN (Hong Kah).

Mr CHEW HENG CHING (East Coast), Deputy Speaker.

Mr STEVE CHIA KIAH HONG (Non-Constituency Member).

Mr CHIAM SEE TONG (Potong Pasir).

Assoc Prof CHIN TET YUNG (Sembawang).

Mr CHARLES CHONG (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Dr CHONG WENG CHIEW (Tanjong Pagar).

Mr ARTHUR FONG (West Coast).

Mr CEDRIC FOO CHEE KENG (West Coast).

Mr GAN KIM YONG (Holland-Bukit Panjang).

Mr ANDY GAN LAI CHIANG (Marine Parade).

Dr GEH MIN (Nominated Member).

Mr GOH CHOK TONG (Marine Parade), Senior Minister.

Mdm HALIMAH YACOB (Jurong).

Mr HAWAZI DAIPI (Sembawang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower.

Mr HENG CHEE HOW (Jalan Besar), Minister of State, Ministry of National Development.

Mdm HO GEOK CHOO (West Coast).

Assoc Prof HO PENG KEE (Nee Soon East), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Home Affairs.

Mr INDERJIT SINGH (Ang Mo Kio), Deputy Government Whip.

Ms INDRANEE RAJAH (Tanjong Pagar).

Mr S ISWARAN (East Coast), Deputy Speaker.

Prof S JAYAKUMAR (East Coast), Deputy Prime Minister, Co-ordinating Minister for Security and Defence and Minister for Law.

Mr KHAW BOON WAN (Tanjong Pagar), Minister for Health.

Dr AMY KHOR LEAN SUAN (Hong Kah).

Assoc Prof KOO TSAI KEE (Tanjong Pagar), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Defence and Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources.

Dr LEE BOON YANG (Jalan Besar), Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts and Government Whip.

Mr LEE HSIEN LOONG (Ang Mo Kio), Prime Minister and Minister for Finance.

Mr LEE KUAN YEW (Tanjong Pagar), Minister Mentor.

Mr LEE YOCK SUAN (East Coast).

Dr WARREN LEE (Sembawang).

Mr LEONG HORN KEE (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr LAWRENCE LEOW CHIN HIN (Nominated Member).

Mr LIM BOON HENG (Jurong), Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Dr MICHAEL LIM CHUN LENG (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Mr LIM HNG KIANG (West Coast), Minister for Trade and Industry.

Mrs LIM HWEE HUA (Marine Parade), Minister of State, Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport.

Mr LIM SWEE SAY (Holland-Bukit Panjang), Minister, Prime Minister's Office and Deputy Government Whip.

Mr RAYMOND LIM SIANG KEAT (East Coast), Second Minister for Finance and Second  Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister, Prime Minister’s Office.

Mr LOH MENG SEE (Jalan Besar).

Ms PENNY LOW (Pasir Ris- Punggol).

Mr LOW THIA KHIANG (Hougang).

Assoc Prof LOW SEOW CHAY (Chua Chu Kang).

Mr MAH BOW TAN (Tampines), Minister for National Development and Deputy Leader of the House.

Mr MOHAMAD MAIDIN B P M (Marine Parade), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.

Dr MOHAMAD MALIKI BIN OSMAN (Sembawang), Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports and Ministry of National Development.

Dr LILY NEO (Jalan Besar).

Dr NG ENG HEN (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Manpower and Second Minister for Defence.

Ms IRENE NG PHEK HOONG (Tampines).

Ms EUNICE ELIZABETH OLSEN (Nominated Member).

Mr ONG AH HENG (Nee Soon Central).

Dr ONG CHIT CHUNG (Jurong).

Mr ONG KIAN MIN (Tampines).

Dr ONG SEH HONG (Aljunied).

Assoc. Prof. ONG SOH KHIM (Nominated Member).

Mr OTHMAN BIN HARON EUSOFE (Marine Parade).

Mdm CYNTHIA PHUA (Aljunied).

Prof IVAN PNG PAAK LIANG (Nominated Member).

Mr SENG HAN THONG (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr SIN BOON ANN (Tampines).

Dr TAN BOON WAN (Ang Mo Kio).

Dr TAN CHENG BOCK (Ayer Rajah).

Mr TAN SOO KHOON (East Coast).

Mr TEO CHEE HEAN (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Minister for Defence.

Dr TONY TAN KENG YAM (Sembawang).

Dr TEO HO PIN (Holland-Bukit Panjang).

Mr TEO YOCK NGEE (Nominated Member).

Mr THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM (Jurong), Minister for Education.

Dr VIVIAN BALAKRISHNAN (Holland-Bukit Panjang), Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports and Second Minister for Trade and Industry.

Dr WANG KAI YUEN (Bukit Timah).

Mr WEE SIEW KIM (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr WONG KAN SENG (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Home Affairs and Leader of the House.

Assoc Prof Dr YAACOB IBRAHIM (Jalan Besar), Minister for the Environment and Water Resources and Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs.

Mr MATTHIAS YAO CHIH (MacPherson).

Encik YATIMAN YUSOF (Tampines), Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts.

Mr YEO CHEOW TONG (Hong Kah), Minister for Transport.

Mr YEO GUAT KWANG (Aljunied).

Mr GEORGE YONG-BOON YEO (Aljunied), Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mrs YU-FOO YEE SHOON (Jurong), Minister of State, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr ZAINUDIN NORDIN (Bishan- Toa Payoh).

Mr ZAINUL ABIDIN RASHEED (Aljunied), Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

ABSENT:

Mr DAVINDER SINGH (Bishan- Toa Payoh).

Mr DAVID LIM T E (Holland- Bukit Panjang).

Dr LOO CHOON YONG (Nominated Member).

Mr R RAVINDRAN (Marine Parade).

Mr K SHANMUGAM (Sembawang).

Dr TAN SZE WEE (Nominated Member).

_________________

1. Appointment of Acting Chairman of Public Service Commission, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Advice of Council of Presidential Advisers on Appointment of Acting Chairman of Public Service Commission (PSC) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 5 of 2006).

2. Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act (Chapter 30B, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 6 of 2006).

3. Competition Act, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Competition Act (Chapter 50B, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 7 of 2006).

4. Copyright Act, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Copyright Act (Chapter 63, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 8 of 2006).

5. Plant Varieties Protection Act, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Plant Varieties Protection Act (Chapter 232A, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 9 of 2006).

6. Police Force Act, ( Presented on 20th February 2006, ( Police Force Act (Chapter 235, Revised Edition 2006) (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 10 of 2006).

7. Appointment of a Judge of Appeal, ( Presented on 22nd February 2006, ( Advice of Council of Presidential Advisers on Appointment of a Judge of Appeal (by Statute); to lie upon the Table (S. 11 of 2006).

8. Road Traffic, ( Presented on 23rd February 2006, ( Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Construction and Use) (Amendment) Rules 2006 (by Statute); to lie upon the Table   (S. L. 22 of 2006).

9. Death of a former Minister, ( Mr Speaker made the following communication to the House:-

“On behalf of the House, I would like to place on record the death of Mr S Rajaratnam, former Senior Minister, on 22 February 2006.

Mr S Rajaratnam was elected as a Member of the 1st Legislative Assembly for Kampong Glam in May 1959 and remained in that seat until his retirement in 1988.  During this 29-year period, Mr Rajaratnam served the nation in various capacities in the Cabinet, first as Minister for Culture and later as Minister for Foreign Affairs for 15 years, from 1965 to 1980.  He was also concurrently the Minister for Labour from 1968 to 1971.  Mr Rajaratnam was appointed Second Deputy Prime Minister (Foreign Affairs) in 1980 and went on to become Senior Minister from 1985 until his retirement from politics.

Mr Rajaratnam will be remembered as a person of great intellect and eloquence, yet humble and in touch with the common man.  He made significant contributions to this House and to Singapore.

I desire, on behalf of this House, to express our deep sense of loss at the sad passing of Mr S Rajaratnam.  I wish to join all Members in expressing our deep sympathy and condolence to the family of the late Mr S Rajaratnam.

As a mark of respect to the late Mr S Rajaratnam, I propose that the House observe a one-minute silence.”.

10. Supplementary Supply (FY 2005) Bill, ( "to provide for making supplementary provision to meet additional expenditure for the financial year 1st April 2005 to 31st March 2006 (both dates inclusive)", ( President's recommendation signified and Bill presented by the Second Minister for Finance; read the first time; to be read a second time after the conclusion of proceedings on the Estimates of Expenditure for FY 2006/2007 and to be printed. [Bill No. 7/2006].

11. Supply Bill, ( " to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund and the Development Fund of the sums necessary to meet the estimated expenditure for the financial year 1st April 2006 to 31st March 2007 (both dates inclusive)", ( President's recommendation signified and Bill presented by the Second Minister for Finance; read the first time; to be read a second time after the conclusion of proceedings on the Estimates of Expenditure for FY 2006/2007 and to be printed. [Bill No. 8/2006].

12. Private Lotteries (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Private Lotteries Act (Chapter 250 of the 1985 Revised Edition) and to make related amendments to the Betting and Sweepstake Duties Act (Chapter 22 of the 1999 Revised Edition) and the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore Act (Chapter 138A of the 1993 Revised Edition)", ( President's recommendation signified and Bill presented by the Second Minister for Finance; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 9/2006].

13. National Research Fund Bill, ( "to establish a National Research Fund and to provide for its proper administration, and to make consequential amendments to the Agency for Science, Technology and Research Act (Chapter 5A of the 2002 Revised Edition) and the Standards, Productivity and Innovation Board Act (Chapter 303A of the 2002 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Second Minister for Finance; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 10/2006].

14. Electricity (Amendment) Bill, ( "to amend the Electricity Act (Chapter 89A of the 2002 Revised Edition)", ( presented by the Minister for Trade and Industry; read the first time; to be read a second time on the next available sitting date and to be printed. [Bill No. 11/2006].

15.
Budget Statement, ( Order read for resumed Debate on Question, "That Parliament approves the financial policy of the Government for the financial year 1st April, 2006 to 31st March, 2007.". – (Prime Minister and Minister for Finance).

Question again proposed; Debate resumed.

16.
Adjournment of Debate, ( (Deputy Leader of the House), ( (with the consent of Mr Deputy Speaker and general assent of Members present), ( Motion made, and Question put, ( Resolved, “That the debate to be now adjourned.".

Debate to be resumed Tomorrow.

17.
Adjournment, ( (Prime Minister and Minister for Finance), ( Resolved, "That Parliament do now adjourn.".

Adjourned at 6.45 p.m.

ABDULLAH TARMUGI,

Speaker.
_______________________________________________________________________________

MEMORANDUM
Mr Speaker will take the Chair again at 12 noon on Tuesday, 28th February, 2006.
_______________________________________________________________________________


