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PRESENT:

Mr SPEAKER (MR ABDULLAH TARMUGI (East Coast)).

Dr AHMAD MOHD MAGAD (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr BAEY YAM KENG (Tanjong Pagar).

Dr BALAJI SADASIVAN (Ang Mo Kio), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Ms CHAM HUI FONG (Nominated Member).

Mr CHAN SOO SEN (Joo Chiat).

Mr CHIAM SEE TONG (Potong Pasir). 

Mr CHARLES CHONG (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr CHRISTOPHER DE SOUZA (Holland-Bukit Timah).

Dr FATIMAH LATEEF (Marine Parade).

Mr ARTHUR FONG (West Coast).

Mr CEDRIC FOO CHEE KENG (West Coast).

Ms GRACE FU HAI YIEN (Jurong), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of National Development and Ministry of Education.

Mr GAN KIM YONG (Chua Chu Kang), Acting Minister for Manpower and Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Manpower.

Mr GAUTAM BANERJEE (Nominated Member).

Mr GOH CHOK TONG (Marine Parade), Senior Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Mdm HALIMAH YACOB (Jurong).

Mr HAWAZI DAIPI (Sembawang), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Manpower and Minister for Health.

Mr HENG CHEE HOW (Jalan Besar), Minister of State, Prime Minister’s Office.

Assoc. Prof. HO PENG KEE (Nee Soon East), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Home Affairs.

Mr HRI KUMAR NAIR (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr INDERJIT SINGH (Ang Mo Kio), Deputy Government Whip.

Prof. S JAYAKUMAR (East Coast), Deputy Prime Minister and Coordinating Minister for National Security.

Assoc. Prof. KALYANI K. MEHTA (Nominated Member).

Mr KHAW BOON WAN (Sembawang), Minister for Health.

Dr AMY KHOR LEAN SUAN (Hong Kah), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for the Environment and Water Resources and Deputy Government Whip.

Assoc. Prof. KOO TSAI KEE (Tanjong Pagar), Minister of State, Ministry of Defence.

Dr LAM PIN MIN (Ang Mo Kio).

Er LEE BEE WAH (Ang Mo Kio).

Ms ELLEN LEE (Sembawang).

Mr LEE HSIEN LOONG (Ang Mo Kio), Prime Minister.

Mr LEE KUAN YEW (Tanjong Pagar), Minister Mentor, Prime Minister's Office.

Mr LIANG ENG HWA (Holland-Bukit Timah).

Mr LIM BIOW CHUAN (Marine Parade).

Mr LIM BOON HENG (Jurong), Minister, Prime Minister's Office.

Mrs LIM HWEE HUA (Aljunied), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Transport.

Mr RAYMOND LIM SIANG KEAT (East Coast), Minister for Transport and Second Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mr LIM SWEE SAY (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister, Prime Minister's Office and Government Whip.

Ms SYLVIA LIM (Non-Constituency Member).

Dr LIM WEE KIAK (Sembawang).

Dr LOO CHOON YONG (Nominated Member).
Miss PENNY LOW (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mr LOW THIA KHIANG (Hougang).

Mr MAH BOW TAN (Tampines), Minister for National Development and Leader of the House.

Mr MASAGOS ZULKIFLI B M M (Tampines), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education and Minister for Home Affairs.

Dr MOHAMAD MALIKI BIN OSMAN (Sembawang), Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for National Development.

Dr MUHAMMAD FAISHAL IBRAHIM (Marine Parade).

Dr LILY NEO (Jalan Besar).

Dr NG ENG HEN (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Minister for Education, Second Minister for Defence and Deputy Leader of the House.

Ms EUNICE ELIZABETH OLSEN (Nominated Member).

Mr ONG AH HENG (Nee Soon Central).

Dr ONG SEH HONG (Marine Parade).

Mr MICHAEL PALMER (Pasir Ris-Punggol).

Mdm CYNTHIA PHUA (Aljunied).

Mrs JESSIE PHUA (Nominated Member).

Ms DENISE PHUA LAY PENG (Jalan Besar).

Mr SEAH KIAN PENG (Marine Parade).

Mr SENG HAN THONG (Yio Chu Kang).

Mr K SHANMUGAM (Sembawang), Minister for Law and Second Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr SIEW KUM HONG (Nominated Member).

Mr SIN BOON ANN (Tampines).

Mr SAM TAN CHIN SIONG (Tanjong Pagar).

Ms JESSICA TAN SOON NEO (East Coast).

Mr TEO CHEE HEAN (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Minister for Defence.

Dr TEO HO PIN (Bukit Panjang).

Mrs JOSEPHINE TEO (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr TEO SER LUCK (Pasir Ris-Punggol), Senior Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports and Minister for Transport.

Mr THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM (Jurong), Minister for Finance.

Prof. THIO LI-ANN (Nominated Member).

Dr VIVIAN BALAKRISHNAN (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr WEE SIEW KIM (Ang Mo Kio).

Mr WONG KAN SENG (Bishan-Toa Payoh), Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Home Affairs.

Assoc. Prof. Dr YAACOB IBRAHIM (Jalan Besar), Minister for the Environment and Water Resources and Minister-in-charge of Muslim Affairs.

Mr MATTHIAS YAO CHIH (MacPherson), Deputy Speaker.

Mr ALVIN YEO (Hong Kah).

Mr YEO GUAT KWANG (Aljunied).

Mr GEORGE YONG-BOON YEO (Aljunied), Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Mrs YU-FOO YEE SHOON (Holland-Bukit Timah), Minister of State, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports.

Mr ZAINUDIN NORDIN (Bishan-Toa Payoh).

Mr ZAINUL ABIDIN RASHEED (Aljunied), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr ZAQY MOHAMAD (Hong Kah).
ABSENT:

Mr ANG MONG SENG (Hong Kah).

Mdm HO GEOK CHOO (West Coast).

Ms INDRANEE RAJAH (Tanjong Pagar), Deputy Speaker.

Mr S ISWARAN (West Coast), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Er EDWIN KHEW TECK FOOK (Nominated Member).

Dr LEE BOON YANG (Jalan Besar), Minister for Information, Communications and the Arts.

Mr LEE YI SHYAN (East Coast), Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry.

Mr LIM HNG KIANG (West Coast), Minister for Trade and Industry.

RAdm (NS) LUI TUCK YEW (Tanjong Pagar), Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts.

Ms IRENE NG PHEK HOONG (Tampines).

Mr ONG KIAN MIN (Tampines).

Mr YEO CHEOW TONG (Hong Kah).

_________________

1. Parliamentary Elections, ( (Prof Thio Li-ann), ( Motion made, and Question proposed, ( “That this House affirms the importance of representative democracy and calls on the Government to fine-tune the electoral system by introducing amendments to the Parliamentary Elections Act such that (a) a writ for by-election shall be issued in the event (i) a Member of a Group Representation Constituency (GRC) belonging to a minority community within the terms of section 8A(1) of the Act vacates his or her seat for any reason; (ii) half or more of the Members elected on a group basis in relation to a GRC vacate their seats for any reason; or (iii) a Member of a single member constituency vacates his or her seat for any reason; and (b) all by-elections shall be called within 3 months from the date of vacancy unless the parliamentary term is due to expire within 6 months from the date of vacancy.”; Debate arising.
2.
Exempted Business, ( (Leader of the House), ( Motion made, and Question put, ( Resolved, “That the proceedings on the business set down on the Order Paper for today be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order No. 2.”.

3.
Parliamentary Elections, ( (Prof Thio Li-ann), ( Debate resumed on Question, “That this House affirms the importance of representative democracy and calls on the Government to fine-tune the electoral system by introducing amendments to the Parliamentary Elections Act such that (a) a writ for by-election shall be issued in the event (i) a Member of a Group Representation Constituency (GRC) belonging to a minority community within the terms of section 8A(1) of the Act vacates his or her seat for any reason; (ii) half or more of the Members elected on a group basis in relation to a GRC vacate their seats for any reason; or (iii) a Member of a single member constituency vacates his or her seat for any reason; and (b) all by-elections shall be called within 3 months from the date of vacancy unless the parliamentary term is due to expire within 6 months from the date of vacancy.”. 


On Question put, ( a division was taken: Ayes 5, Noes 62, Absention 0.


Ayes
Noes
Abstention

Loo Choon Yong                  Baey Yam Keng


  Nil

Kalyani K Mehta                  Balaji Sadasivan

Olsen, Eunice Elizabeth       Chan Soo Sen

Siew Kum Hong                   Chong, Charles

Thio Li-ann                           De Souza, Christopher

                 Fatimah Lateef

                 Fong, Arthur

                 Foo Chee Keng, Cedric

                 Fu Hai Yien, Grace

                 Gan Kim Yong

                 Hawazi Daipi

                 Heng Chee How

                 Ho Peng Kee

                 Hri Kumar Nair

                 Inderjit Singh

                 Jayakumar, S

                 Khaw Boon Wan

                 Khor Lean Suan, Amy

Noes – continued

                 Lam Pin Min

                 Lee, Ellen

                 Lee Hsien Loong

                 Liang Eng Hwa

                 Lim Biow Chuan

                 Lim Boon Heng

                 Lim Hwee Hua

                 Lim Siang Keat, Raymond

                 Lim Swee Say

                 Lim, Sylvia

                 Lim Wee Kiak

                 Low, Penny

                 Low Thia Khiang 

                 Mah Bow Tan

                 Masagos Zulkifli B M M

                 Mohd Maliki Bin Osman

                 Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim

                 Ng Eng Hen

                 Ong Ah Heng

                 Ong Seh Hong

                 Palmer, Michael

                 Phua, Cynthia

                 Phua Lay Peng, Denise

                 Seah Kian Peng

                 Seng Han Thong

                 Shanmugam, K

                 Sin Boon Ann

                 Tan Chin Siong, Sam

                 Tan Soon Neo, Jessica

                 Teo Chee Hean

                 Teo Ho Pin

                 Teo, Josephine

                 Teo Ser Luck

                 Vivian Balakrishnan

                 Wee Siew Kim

                 Wong Kan Seng

                 Yaacob Ibrahim

                 Yao Chih, Matthias

                 Yeo, Alvin

                 Yeo Guat Kwang

                 Yu-Foo Yee Shoon

                 Zainudin Nordin

                 Zainul Abidin Rasheed

                 Zaqy Mohamad


Motion accordingly negatived.

4.
Adjournment, ( (Leader of the House), ( Resolved, "That Parliament do now adjourn to a date to be fixed.".

Adjourned at 7.01 p.m.

ABDULLAH TARMUGI,

Speaker.
_______________________________________________________________________________

MEMORANDUM
Parliament stands adjourned to a date to be fixed.

_______________________________________________________________________________

